mention, probably for want of funds, he ceased to look to the legal  profession,  and   opened  a school at Thagaste.     In the  Confessions he says that he taught rhetoric there, but his disciple and biographer, Possidius, says he taught grammar at Thagaste   and  rhetoric   at   Carthage.      This   is much the more probable ;   Augustine's chronology is a little confused in the Confessions.    Here he gathered about him   a  number of admiring pupils, some of whom clung to him throughout life.    ' I preferred good students,' he says.    The Hortensius had moderated his  desire for wealth, and he would find  it  possible  to   combine  his philosophic studies with the instruction of a few quiet youths.    It was about the time when (in 376) Gratian ordered the municipal councils to pay a regular fee to their teachers ; and with this, the  usual  gifts  from  pupils,  the   patronage  of Romanianus,   and  a  moderate   private   income, Augustine would  be in a comfortable position. His life-long friend  and  'little   slave'  Alypius, son of one of the leading decurions of Thagaste, and two sons of the wealthy Romanianus, were